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  In the second half of the XX century almost all the countries increased their 
heath care technological base by means of investment facilities in the equipment, 
medical devices and medicines. Implementation of the new technologies showed 
impressive results — patient’s health and quality of life improvement. Innovations 
in health care system provided significant opportunities of increasing of efficiency, 
safety and quality of carried-out treatment to medical specialists. However conjointly 
there have appeared difficulties connected with obtaining of demanded consumer 
value in exchange for incurred charges. The basis of increase of efficiency of health 
care system functioning and quality of health care to the population with limited 
resourses is search, development, introduction and use of the new technologies. 
Health technology assessment (HTA) contributes to development of health care 
politics, providing decision makers with the scientific data that influences decision-
making in the field of rational medical technologies use. The present edition is 
devoted to the main stages of HTA process, used in the HTA models, there are 
mentioned aspects of internationalization of HTA at the modern level, the relations 
between HTA and reimbursement systems of the leading European countries are 
analyzed, submitted expert opinions on the prospects of HTA in Russia, etc.
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